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CHOKER-COLA

Asall SchNEW Sreader swill nodoubt know
the Coca-Cola Company “ existsto benefit
and refresh everyone it touches.” Which
will come as great news to the villagersin
the Kerala State of Indiawho, thanksto one
of Coca-Cola's'refreshing’ factories, are suf-
fering water contamination and shortages.
CocaCola shottling plant at Plachimada
was set up three years ago in the middl e of
fertile agricultural land and has sucked the
local aquifers dry. Worst hit are the indig-
enous and Dalit (oppressed castes) com-
munities who live near the factory. They
have seentheir wellsdry up whilethey wave
goodbye to truck loads of soft drinks that
are making their way from the factory to
distant markets. Barely six months after the
factory set up, villagers and farmersliving
nearby began noticing changesin the quan-
tity and quality of well water. Water from a
well in Plachimada became unfit for drink-
ing, cooking and bathing. Complaints and
requests to the company and the Govern-
ment repeatedly fell on deaf ears so on the
22nd April localsbegan anindefinite picket
outsidethefactory gates demandingitsclo-
sure. For 49 daysthe peaceful protests con-
tinued until police violently arrested 130
peopleincluding nine children and infants.
AsNityanand Jayaraman from CorpWatch
Indiasaid“ Asthe summer and the water cri-
sisintensifies, the hardships of thelocal peo-
ple have worsened. But Coca Cola has con-
tinued its production and groundwater ex-
traction uninterrupted with police protection.”
The water scarcity has now even hit
Coke. Until recently, the company was draw-
ing 1.5 millionlitresaday from the common
groundwater resource—now itisonly able
to extract 800,000 litres. The remainder is
brought in by truck from borewellsin neigh-
bouring villages. According to local esti-
mates, Coke's water mining has now
parched the lands of more than 2,000 peo-
plelivingwithin 1.2 miles of the factory.
Dr. S. Janakarajan, an economist working
on groundwater issues said, “The trouble
with Coke[in Plachimada] cannot beseenin
isolation. Inthiscase, acommunity may have
lost its access to water for drinking or agri-
cultural purposes for the sake of supplying
Coca Cola. The same has happened in other
placeswhereindustrieshave privatised com-
mon groundwater resources or polluted
them... In thisrace, those who have the re-
sources are the winners; the poor are the
losers.” Or as one famous French woman
might oncehave said ‘ L et them drink Coke.’
For more on this  story
www.corpwatchindia.org/action/
PAA jsp?articleid=1703
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THE REAL THING

The United Steelworkers of America have
filed alaw suit against Coca Colaaccusing
the company of failing to ensure that work-
ersat the plantswere protected against per-
secution of trade unionists. “This case in-
volvesthe systematic intimidation, kidnap-
ping, detention and murder of trade union-
ists in Colombia, South America, at the
hands of paramilitaries working as agents
of corporationsdoing businessin that coun-
try,” the lawsuit said.

“With respect to their business opera-
tions in Colombia, the Defendants hired,
contracted with or otherwise directed para-
military security forcesthat utilized extreme
violenceand murdered, tortured, unlawfully
detained or otherwise silenced trade union
|eaders of the union representing workers
at Defendants’ facilities”.

Colombia Solidarity Campaign 07950
923448 colombia_sc@hotmail.com

NO MAR DAMS

Four villagersfromtheNarmadaValley inIn-
dia who had been fasting for 29 daysin a
suburb of Bhopal, ended their protest on
Wednesday. All four, who have been directly
affected by the huge Narmada Dam Project,
began their fast to demand the fair resettle-
ment of the 6,000 peoplewho aregoingto be
displaced when the Maan reservair fills up
during the monsoon season. All four were
willingtodieunlesstheir demandswere met.

The Maan dam is one of the damsin the
Narmada Dam Project, amassiveirrigation
scheme that will according to the devel op-
ment crazy Indian government ‘ providelarge
amounts of water and electricity which are
desperately required for the purposes of
development’. Inreality the project issuck-
ing money from truly long term sustainable
water solutions in this drought prone re-
gion, and will leave the mgjority of the peo-
ple waterless, as big agricultural projects
suck up the lion’s share.

As the Maan reservoir fills up during the
monsoon season 17 villages will be sub-
merged, displacing 6,000 people. Thevillag-
ers had been promised that they would be
resettled land-for-land by December last year,
but in redity as has happened with other vil-
lagesintheNarmadavalley, thereisno reset-
tlement package. Those affected by theMaan
Dam have aready identified land that would
besuitablefor theresettlement of thevillages.
Thelocal government though had refused to
consider the option, which they thought
would set a precedent.

Instead of being resettled, thevillageswere

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For doing a handstand!

A protestor at the recent Reclaim the Streets
in Dublin was arrested, according to his
charge-sheet, because he “engaged in the
act of a handstand in the middle of ajunc-
tion so as to cause or was likely to cause
the traffic through such a place to be ob-
structed”. Phillip Thompson claims he is
the victim of a miscarriage of justice be-
cause he was practising yoga.

forcibly evictedin May when policeand bull-
dozers moved in and sealed hand pumps,
demolished school buildingsand clear felled
trees. Thehunger strike began onthe21% May
as part of awider protest against these evic-
tions. Finaly onthe29" day thefast wascalled
off after the Chairman of the Grievance
Redressal Authority agreed to ensurethat the
rehabilitation of theMaan dam ousteeswould
be completed no later than July 31 thisyear.
Thousands of people face submergence over
the coming monsoon, which will start next
month and many have vowed to drown rather
than leave their homes. Keegp and eye out for
solidarity actions happening around the
globe. www.narmada.org

BLOOD FROM A STONE
“Since the mine started taking the water,
theM ound Springshavegoneright down and
they don’t function like they used to. Our
traditional gtoryisthat if thewater driesup,
then sodothepeople.” - Kevin Buzzacott, of
the Arabunna people.

The Western Mining Corporation’s
Beverley Uranium minein central Australia
is sucking the life juice out of an areathe
size of Texas. Slurping awhopping 42 mil-
lionlitresof water aday fromthe Lake Eyre
Basin, the mine affects hundreds of river
systems, tributaries and creeks, and threat-
ens the livelihoods of the aboriginal peo-
plesin the vast desert area.

The uranium mine - the largest in the
world - relies on underground water, using
a process called ‘in-situ leaching’ where
millionsof litresof sulphuric acidis pumped
into the groundwater to dissolve the ura-
nium, which isthen pumped out. Thisleads
to the permanent radi oactive contamination
of the underground water system. To top it
al, once they’ ve used the water they put it
back into the ground, radioactive as hell.

A protest camp of local traditional people,
and othershasbeen held sncetheminestarted
in 1999, though it has been trashed severa
times by the mining company security.

Earthdream are throwing a solstice
party thisweekend (20-21st) on mineland
next to Lake Eyre, in support of local
Arabunna people. For details contact:
www.active.org.au/sydney
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GRIZZLY GOINGS ON

The G8 summit, the annual meeting of the seven
major industrialised nations plus Russia, istak-
ing place next week in Kananaskis, Canada. As
usual they will be plotting and scheming on how
to take more from the world's poor by promot-
ing slavelabour and environmental destruction
(AKA ‘globalisation’ and ‘development’) and
claiming that they’re good for us by branding
them ‘sustainable’. Devised by the big three,
the WTO, IMF and World Bank, this year's
lucky theme is Africa — lucky because the un-
holy trinity will focus al of their manipulative
money making scamson it.

After last years massive protests in Genoa
(see SChNEWS 314/5) it was decided to move
to the remoteness of the Rockies for the sum-
mit and put up a security fence stretching 6 %2
kilometres. There will also be hundreds of po-
liceand soldiers, with atop-level military com-
mander commenting, “we are very serious ...
we have lethal weapons and we will use force
if we think there is a serious threat,” warning
that protesters and “limelight seekers” who
intend to test summit security in Kananaskis
will berisking their lives.

Potential terrorist threats — such as the na-
tivegrizzly bears—are being used as an excuse
to bring in these new hardcore security meas-
ures. Apparently the bears pose such a threat
in the rockies that the cops will be kitted out
in some very fetching outfits (check out
www.onf.ca/grizly/suit.html and drool). Activ-
istsare still urged to go to Kananaskis, to dis-
rupt as much as possible using roadbl ocks and
“Ewok” tactics such as tree climbing. Masses
of demoswill a so be going on around the coun-
try and thousands of people will head to the
capital. Unfortunately Canadian cops are
known to respond to anti-capitalist demos
with the subtlety we'd expect, at the last one
in Ottawa. protestors at the G20 summit, were
zapped with stun guns, mauled by badly
trained police dogs and threatened with rubber
bullets as riot cops held loaded MP5 machine
gunswith their fingers on the triggers.

For moreinfo on the various actions, differ-
ent coloured blocs and tactics see
www.takethecapital.net and  http://
g8.activist.calevent/

SchNEWS in brief

Plans for everyone and their dog to spy on
our every email/phonecall (see last years
SchNEWS) have been shelved for the time be-
ing after massive protests. Still, asone our read-
ers pointed out, we shouldn’t forget about
America's Echelon - the worlds greatest sur-
veillance system, which captures and analyses
virtually every phone call, fax, email and telex
message sent anywhere in the world! http://
fly.hiwaay.net/~pspool e/echelon.html ** On
WorkingLinks? Think it stinks? AWOL (Abol-
ish Working Links) meeting for benefits claim-
ants in Brighton and Hove this Thursday (27)
at Queens Head Pub, Queens Road , Brighton
7.30pm. Info 540717 ** There' sameeting about
the selling off of Brighton’s council housing.
It'sat Leech Court, Albion Rd next Wednesday
(26) 7pm 608704 for more details ** Go to
www.huntingdonsucks.com/ecd/ and joinin the
online protest to shut down the website of evil
vivisectors Huntingdon Life Sciences. ** Ac-
tivists managed to halt work on a new incin-
erator in Basingstoke by suspending themselves
in cargo nets for 3 days. The action was one of
50 held throughout the world on Global Anti-
Incineration Day www.greenpeace.org.uk
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Inside SChNEWS

Great News! After 8 years of wrongful im-
prisonment anarchist prisoner, Mark
Barnsley is due to be released next Monday
(24). TheMark Barnsley campaign would like
as many supporters as possible to be outside
the prison to welcome Mark. Meet 9am, at
HM P Whitemoor, Longhill Road, March Cam-
bridgeshire. There is a slight chance he may
bereleased earlier www.freemarkbarnsley.com
for any updates. Transport is being organ-
ised from around the country, email:
barnsleycampaign@hotmail.com for details.

On Tuesday Satpal Ram was freed after
spending 15 yearsinjail. Satpal received alife
sentence after he defended himself against a
racist attack, his attacker later died. His re-
lease came after David Blunkett wasforced by
a European Court ruling to overturn a previ-
ous decision by former Home Secretary Jack
Straw that kept Satpal in jail because of his
refusal to admit hisguilt. Satpal’srelease does
not mean that his conviction has been quashed.
Thereisstill amassivelegal battleto clear his
name. www.appleonline.net/satpal/

* 1year onfromthe EU summitin Gothenburg
and 71 people have been prosecuted, mainly
for rioting. The average length of the sentence
has been 14 months. Many of the prisoners
would appreciate letters, addresses are avail-
able from abc-stockholm@autonom.zzn.com.
The Gothenberg Solidarity Group desperately
need donations. All money will go directly to
help the prisoners. Money payable to ‘ Nisse-
Latts minnesfond’ at Solidaritetsgruppen, c/o
Syndikalistiskt Forum, Box 7267, 402 35
Goteborg , Sweden Tel +46(0)733-16 42 96

* The Infamous and outrageously moustached
French farmer Jose Bove was ordered to turn
up outsideaFrench jail on Wednesday to serve
his 3 month prison sentence for his part in the
1999 demolition of aMcDonalds In true style
he turned up on a tractor. His sentence has
been postponed for two months as politicians
feared his incarceration may effect the presi-
dential elections. www.commondreams.org/
headlines02/0617-07.htm

Festival brief

Can't afford a ticket? Reckon Glastonbury’s
goneto the Mean Fiddler dogs—well some peo-
plein Glastonbury had organised asmall fringe
festie for locals and others milling round town
to go to. And guess what the authorities didn’t
like that bit of initiative and so its been can-
celled. www.glastonburyfestival .fslife.co.uk

* Going To Glastonbury? Want to help us out
at the SChNEWS stall. We arein the Green Fu-
tures field and could do with some help on the
stall and handing out SCANEWS to the masses.
Don’t know what to do after Solstice? Free party
soundsystems are promising ahuge party some-
where in the South West this weekend. Call
07980401646/07815627676/07816984913 from
Friday morning or www.guilfin.net/

POSITIVE SChNEWS

Three hundred people, ten marquees, three
days, countless workshops, discussions, ad-
vice sessions and achance to meet peoplefrom
all over the UK who are changing their own
and others' lives. No, its not a Christian sum-
mer camp it's... the Groundswell self-help
forum! From 16-18 July, Groundswell will be
hosting the fourth national self-help forumin
Sheffield, featuring loads of practical work-
shops to learn new skills. Groundswell are a
group that promotes and supports a self-help
network with people who are homeless, land-
less, or living in poverty. Groundswell 020
7737 5500 www.groundswell.org.uk/

WOODSIDE

In 1997, 27 Gypsy families clubbed together
to buy Woodside, a 17-acre touring caravan
park with full planning permission. But when
the Gypsies moved on to the park, Mid-Bed-
fordshire council claimed they did not have
permission for permanent occupation and is-
sued enforcement notices. In July last year the
council set aside £230,000 to finance clearance
of the community. On Monday (24), the council
isgoing to the high court to be allowed to carry
out its enforcement notices, forcing the com-
munity back on the road.

The Woodside caravan park is unlike any of
the 325 council Gypsy sites in this country. It
isn't surrounded by barbed wirefencesdesigned
to keep the inhabitants in. It hasn’t even been
built near a sewage works or any other indus-
trial facility. It looks, in fact, more like a mod-
ern hamlet than aghetto, except that the homes
are on wheelsrather than stone foundations. At
the centre of the community is a large green
where children play in safety. Yet the council
wants the site removed on the groundsthat it is
having an adverse impact on the environment.
The Gypsies say the council is using an envi-
ronmental smokescreen to hide their bigotry.

“They say we are out of character with the
area, but how can we be when we've aways
been here?’ says Woodside spokesman and
National Traveller Action Group chairman
Clifford Codona, who, like many Gypsies, once
worked asaseasonal agricultural labourer. “They
don’t need us any more, so they want to expel
us. They can't stand the fact that, for the first
timeever, Gypsieshavetheir ownvillagegreen!”

Current government policy recommendsthat
travellers should housethemselves on their own
land, yet Gypsy families who attempt to do so
are often denied planning permission. Whileover
80% of planning applications from settled peo-
ple are granted consent more than 90% of ap-
plications from Gypsies are refused.

If you believeit's time to stop shoving Brit-
ish Gypsies from pillar to post, they need your
help to turn away the bailiffs. Come the night
before the expected eviction attempt from Mon-
day onwards. Enjoy a midsummer night of
Gypsy singsong around thefires - and be ready
to protest when the council and private con-
tractors come. There's plenty of room for tents
and caravans. Woodsideisinthevillage of Hatch
near Sandy, Bedfordshire just minutes off the
A1l For directionshttp://www.streetmap.co.uk/

If you can't get to the site send an email to
andy.rayment@uk.uumail.com head of Mid
Beds Council urging him to reconsider hisin-
tention to evict the community of Gypsies at
Woodside Caravan Park, Sandy, Bedfordshire.

For more information on how British Gypsy
sites policy has made many homeless, read “No
Room to Move” www.guardian.co.uk/Archive/
Article/0,4273,4427029,00.html

SWITCHEROO

After days of massive protests in six cities,
the Peruvian government has suspended the
privitisation of two power plants. The gov-
ernmentsinitial decisionto go back on election
pledges and sell the two state-owned compa-
nies sparked protests that led to $100 million
of damage to infrastrature including one air-
port being attacked and all flights grounded.
Two people were killed and more than 140
injured when a “ state of emergency” was de-
clared and 5,000 soldiers sent to repress the
popular protests. www.indymedia.org/
Disclaimer

SchNews warns all Stonedhengers looking for a
golden age goal when it comes to a world cup full
of coke y’knows the score. Honest, ref!
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