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CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK
For crossingtheborder:
Two peoplewere nicked for break-
“Thejudgehasdecided Smon'’slifeis |n th e d ocC k ing their bail conditions by being 50
only worth fifty thousand pounds.” - Tim The death of Simon was{ragic, but no yardsinside Stirling County.

Jones, Simon’sbrother.
“Thelaw’srefusal to punish theseseri-
ouscrimesisjust onemoreindication of
how littleimpor tanceour law makersgive
tocasual workers health, safety and right
tolife” - Smon JonesM emorial Campaign.

Bosses up and down the country were
yesterday celebrating the fact that killing
your workerswon’t get you locked up be-
hind barsafter ajury trial at the Old Bailey.
Richard JamesMartell, general manager of
Dutch-owned Euromin, based at Shoreham,
was found not guilty of manslaughter and
his company found not guilty of corporate
manslaughter, over the death of Simon
Jones in 1998. Instead they were given a
£50,000 fine with £20,000 costsfor break-
ing health and safety regulations.

Simon Joneswaskilled on hisfirst day
of work when hewas sent asacasua worker
to Euromin. After just afew minutes“train-
ing” hewasunloading cargo inside the hull
of aship. Within afew hours he was dead
after having hishead almost severed by the
grab of acranethanksto acost cutting ex-
ercise by the boss.

But yesterday at the Old Bailey that
mattered for nothing — Simon was just an-
other statistic, one of the hundreds of peo-
ple who die at work every year, while the
companies that employ them gEt off scot
free or haveto pay pathetic fines.

Asthe Simon Jonescampaign said, “We
arepainfully awarethat in 21st century Brit-
ainthefight for the most basic of workers’
rights - the right not to bekilled or injured
at work - is still being fought. The Crown
Prosecution Service has put obstacles and
obstructions in the path of this prosecu-
tion at every turn. The Health and Safety
Executive have consistently shown them-
selves to be either unwilling or unable to
take the necessary action against employ-
ersto ensure the safety of workers.”

It took over three and ahalf yearsfrom
theday Simonwaskilled for thetrial to get
to court. The Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) had to be dragged kicking and
screaming every step of theway until inan
historic U-turn they weretold by two High
Court judges that they were adopting an
approach that was* baffling” and“ beggared
belief” over their refusal to prosecute. That
it even got thisfar was because of arelent-
less campaign by family and friends.

accident. In fact it was a direct result of
thelow paid ‘flexible’ economy (let’scall it
‘flexploitation’) which is now endemic
throughout the country. The growth of
casualisation, where peopleareforced into
low paid jobswith little or no training, no
job security, no sick pay and no holiday
pay means bigger profitsfor companies—
but more deaths and injuries for the peo-
pleworking for them.

For Simon this meant he was sent to
Euromin to work as a stevedore by temp
agency Personnel Selection. As Emma
Aynsley, Simon’s girlfriend at the time
pointed out “ He was doing one of the most
dangerous jobs in the country for about
£5 an hour with no training whatsoever. It
was like asking someonewithout adriving
licenceto drivean articulated lorry.”

Since the abolition of the National
Dock Scheme in 1989 casualisation has
returned to all British docks. Within four
years of the end of the scheme, the acci-
dent rate on the docks had leapt by athird.
But profitsfor the companiesinvolved had
also leapt with a 41% saving in wages
caused by five thousand redundancies
and a cheaper labour force with much
fewer rights.

One of the sacked Liverpool dockers
(see SChNEWS 165/6) who went on strike
to stop the casualisation of their jobs,
joined Simon'’s friends when they shut
down Euromin afew years back. He told
SchNEWS at the time “ We went on strike
for over two years to prevent deaths like
this, which areinevitablewith an untrained,
casual workforce. Before casuaisation, this
sort of thing would never have happened.
If these companiesare allowed to get away
with employing casual staff to do skilled
jobsthe death toll will just keep rising.”

D.LY.

Simonwrotefor SShNEWSandwasin-
volved likeall of usin supporting theLiv-
erpool dockers' strike. Thisalso meant that
from the beginning, thememorial campaign
set up in his name was committed to tak-
ing direct action to ensure that his death
wouldn’t be brushed under the carpet like
so many others. Thelist of actionsto make
the authorities take notice has been im-
pressive. The campaign occupied and shut
down Euromin for the day; occupied and

shut down the temp agency Personnel Se-
lection that sent Simon to hisdeath. Occu-
pied the Department of Trade and Indus-
try on the day that Simon’s case was be-
ing debated in Parliament; shut down
Southwark Bridge outside the Health and
Safety Executive’'s HQ until they got to
speak to thedirector, and picketed the CPS
for their failureto prosecute.

If it wasn't for Britain's casual |abour
economy Simonwould still bealive. And
if it wasn't for the direct action campaign
that has been fought for the past few years
Simon’s death would have been brushed
under the carpet.

So what does this now mean? That
scumbagslike James Martell can carry on
cutting safety cornersto squeeze an extra
pound of flesh, and temp agencieslike Per-
sonnel Selectionwill carry on sending any-
one anywhere as long as they can keep
half their wages?

SchNEWS knows that under the
present law it isalmost impossibleto find
anyone guilty of corporate manslaughter
charges and no doubt there will be calls
for thelaws of theland to be changed. But
we also know that it isn’t just laws that
need to be changed, but awhole new world
built, one where people are more impor-
tant than profit, where people like Simon
Jonesaren’t killed just to make some boss
or shareholder alittlericher.

* Simon JonesMemorial Campaign, PO
Box 2600, Brighton, E.Sussex, BN2 OEF
WWW.Simonjones.org.uk

* Watch ‘ The Navigators' on Channel
4 this Sunday (2™ December) at 10pm. Di-
rected by Ken Loach the film shows how,
sincethe privatisation of therail industry,
experienced workers who used to be in
charge of rail safety have been replaced
with casual inexperienced labour — with
frightening consequences. The film was
written by Rob Dawber, arailwayman who
died earlier thisyear from mesothelioma, a
cancer caused while working with asbes-
tosontherailways. http://rob.dawber.net/

* ‘Fighting to Win' isapamphl et about
various strikeswith a section on deathsin
the building industry. Copies from Revo-
lutions Per Minute, BCM Box 3328, Lon-
don WCIN 3XX  www.red-star-
research.org.uk/fightframe
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GCENE-TRICKS

Reportsinthescientific journalsNatureand
New Scientist show that genetically modified
(GM) crops have contaminated all of North
America. In Canadawhere GM oil seed rape
hasbeen grown commercialy for six years, GM
pollen and seed isnow so widespread it isdif-
ficult to grow conventional or organic strains
without them being contaminated. Not only that
but also some GM plants are developing into
superweeds, asthey have acquired resistance
to more than one weedkiller by crossing with
other GM strains.

In Mexicowild maizegrowing over 60 miles
away from GM varietieshave been genetically
contaminated. Of coursethelong-term effects
of wild plantsbeing contaminated by GM crops
istotally unknown and may have knock-on ef-
fectson the animalsthat feed on them, wejust
don’t know. So in the light of these findings
will the government halt GM crops?Will capi-
talist pigsfly?.

* The snappily titled Treaty on Plant Ge-
netic Resources for Food and Agriculture
(PGRFA) (see SChNEWS 329) was adopted at
the United Nations Food and Agriculture con-
ferenceat the beginning of themonth. Intheory
the agreement should havetotally undermined
the biotech companies control over genetic re-
sources in food crops, unfortunately it's un-
likely to happen. Under international law the
termsof new treatiesshoul d overruleolder ones,
thismeant thistreaty would have trumped the
World Trade Organisations (WTO) TRIPs
Agreement (see SChNEWS 328). But carefully
placed wording in PGFRA appearsto suggest
that the WTO will till beableto continueto be
genetic bullieson behalf of the biotech giants
www.ukabc.org/

* Pharmaciathe American Pharmaceuticals
group will next October sell its share of the
biotech firm Monsanto. An industry analyst
said, “If management doesnot haveto givepres-
entations every year on Frankenfoodsthat can
only beagoodthing.” Check the cybersquatted
www.monsanto.org - telling you exactly what
to expect from this nasty biotech company.

STMAS

Thisyear we' ve saved the expense of produc-
ingaglossy Christmascatal ogue, but wethought
we d better till dosh out someenlightened Chrigt-
maspresssieadvice:

If granny put her ecstasy testing kit to good
uselast year then she’ll love thelatest Class
War Anti-Jubilee Calendar, and for days
that shefeelstoo tired to take part inthe class
struggle, she might find the Housmans Peace
Diary morerelaxing. Calendar £6 from*Lon-
donClassWar” PO Box 467, London E8 3QX.
Diary £6.95 from “Housmans’ 5 Caledonian
Road, London N19DX.

To guaranteeaseriously rocking Christmas
why not get yer hands on a copy of the
SchNUSI C CD with something for everyone;
punk, dub, folk, techno. To get your copy send
£7to SChNEWS. Alternatively if feel like2002
might bethe year to start cleaning up your act
then get hold of ‘GoM.A.D!" Itincludes 365
easy waysto help changethe planet, from tak-
ing anatural lovedrug then counting little crea-
tures and putting a spider plant on your desk.
Only £3.99 + £1 p&p from The Ecologist
01626-832225.

And if you want to miss boring Bond re-
runs this Christmas and are stuck for alterna-
tives why not curl up with a nice SChNEWS
annual ? (detailson our website)

Subscribel — — — —_

SchNEWS in brief

Our power inBrighton & Hovewant to form
an aliance of residents and community groups
to discuss and take action for the type of city
we'd like. Meeting: Sat. 1% 11am-1:30pm,
Friends Meeting House, Ship Street, Brighton
info@ourpower.org.uk. **Actions at all
Brighton Esso garages, Sat. 1% as part of the
national day of action. Meet noon outside Esso
ineither Hove, LewesRoad, Hollingdean Road,
Dyke Road or London Road (Patcham)
www.stopesso.com ** The Black Cat Col-
lective in Bristol wants more people to get
involved in “the destruction of Capitalism and
the overthrow of the State”. 07905-720575,
Black_Cat_Collective@yahoo.co.uk ** Over
2000 people protested last week against three
major damsin L esotho, South Africa. The po-
lice responded vi olently injuring three elderly
women. The protesters were demanding fair
compensation for the property that will be sub-
merged www.irn.org/programs/lesotho/ **
Manchester Radical bookfair Sat. 8" at Bridge
5Mill, 22aBeswick Street. Info 0161 273 1736
merci@gn.apc.org** Sat 8"isalso K ebelecom-
munity centre’s sixth anniversary free party at
Easton Community Centre, Bristol. 0117-
9399469 kebele@marsbard.co.uk ** March
against US obstruction of the fight against
climate change (catchy). The US government
refused to sign the Kyoto treaty despite being
theworld’slargest polluters. March in London
from Prince Consort Rd, 11am, 8" Dec. to the
US Embassy, Grosvenor Sg. Also weekly cli-
mate vigils, 5-7pm Mondays at the US Em-
bassy. Tel 07903-316331
Www.campai gnagai nstclimatechange.net.

Inside SChNEWS

December 9th marks 20 years since the ar-
rest of Mumia Abu-Jamal, the American radi-
cal black journalist, in Philadephiafor allegedly
killing the police officer Daniel Falkner. Atthe
latest court hearing new evidence was denied
consideration by the prosecution. The new evi-
dence was a video taped confession by some-
onewho claimsto be guilty of Falknersmurder.
Mumia remains on death row. Saturday 8"
December isaglobal day of protest to demand
Mumia's immediate release from prison.
www.freemumia.org

* American eco-activist Rob ‘Ruckus’
Middaugh has been sentenced to three years
for his involvement in the Mayday 2001 Re-
claim The Streets celebrations in Long Beach,
California. He accepted a plea bargain rather
than risk a 16-year sentence if found guilty of
all charges. Rob now has two “strikes” in
America’s “three strikes and your out” rule,
which meansif he'snicked again he could face
25 years in prison. Send letters to: Rob
Middaugh #6859467, PO Box 86164, Los
Angeles 90086-0164, USA.

* Robert Moaby is on remand for alegedly
sending threatening e-mailsto the Director of the
Bank of New York (who fund the vivisectors
Huntingdon Life Sciences), wouldliketoreceive
letters: Robert Moaby GF7721, Hospital Wing,
HMP Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London SW2.

* A Trident Ploughshares activist hasjust re-
ceived a vindictive three months in prison for
Breach of the Peacefor her partinthe Big Block-
ade of the Faslane Nuclear Base. The harsh sen-
tence might to be something to do with her com-
ments about the Scottish legal system. Write
letters of support to Jenny Gaiawyn, HMP
Cornton Vale, Cornton Road, Stirling, FKO5LY.

* Independent footage is urgently needed of
the police operations outside Euston station,
on Mayday thisyear, to helpin atria starting
on 3 December. If you can help contact Moss
& Co. solicitors on 020-8986-8336
andrew@mosslaw.co.uk

Anti-War Actions

There'samassaction in opposition to mili-
tarism and violence next weekend (Sunday 9"
and Monday10™ December) at Northwood
Military Joint Forces Headquarters, Lon-
don. December 10" is also International Hu-
man rights day. The 9" will be a mass rally/
blockade of the military HQ and the 10" will be
organised on an ‘affinity group’ basis—basi-
cally, get together with somemates, goalongto
atraining day beforehand and hey presto, you
havean affinity group! Therewill belegal sup-
port at the event. Meet 10" Dec. 7.30am Out-
side Northwood tube station. Moreinfo: 07950
567099 www.northwood.cjb.net

‘Stop Star Wars: Stop War Spying: Stop
Afghanistan War’ isawomen’sonly gather-
ing at Menwith Hill military base to protest
against the star warsmilitary programme. Meet
12" December, 10 am onwards in the lay-by
oppositethe Black Bull pubonthe A59, 7 miles
west of Harrogate, just before you get to the
golf-balls. Women should go for theday & be
self-sufficient because there are no facilities.
Tel: 01943-468593 fl ossiemintbal |s@aol.com

SNATCHED

On 25" November an ‘immigration snatch
squad’, raided aflat in Streatham, south west
London, one person fell to his death from the
bal cony, trying to escape. Heisthefourth per-
son to die thisway since 1994. With the gov-
ernment planning aten-fold increasein arrests
of failed asylum seekers. How many moredesths
will there be? Jenny Jones, Green Party mem-
ber on the Greater London Assembly, isfuri-
ous “there should be an immediate halt to the
operation of the asylum snatch squads and the
Government should review thetargetsitisim-
posing onthelmmigration Services’ (and maybe
the methods they are using). More info Na-
tional Coalition of Anti-Deportation Cam-
paigns. 0121-554-6947. www.ncadc.org.uk

* Protest outside the Yarl’s Wood refugee
detention centrein Bedfordshire. At 2pm, Sun-
day 2" December. More information from
www.stoparbitrarydetentionsatyarl swood.co.uk.

* Hands Off Asylum Seekers- Candldlit Vigil
6" December at St Martin-in-the-Fields, Tra-
falgar Square, London, 6pm - 7.30pm Info

0121-554-6947.
.and finally

Hunts around the country are preparing to
resume their murderous ‘sport’ in foot and
mouth freeareasfrom 17" December. A permit
system means their followerswill only be al-
lowed onroads’ cosof therisk of spreading the
disease. Unfortunately for the huntsthere’'sa
certain factionwhofollow hunts (theoneswith
the black hoodies) who aren’t easily control-
led, andwhowill still belegally entitledto use
footpaths near the hunt. This has angered the
fanatical Australian hunter Janet George who
claims to ‘speak for the countryside’. Sheis
openly advocating violencetowards Hunt Sabs
encouraging farmers and ‘ stewards' to hold
down and spray sabs with disinfectant ‘from
head to toe’. But we don’t think the sabswill
takekindly to being sprayed with animal tested
toxicchemicals...

If Huntscan't control their ‘followers' they
could loose their licences, now wouldn’t that
beashame! Contact the Hunt Saboteurs 0845-
4500727 www.huntsabs.org.uk

disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers if you want to kill
someone, become a boss and do it at work. Then
you 1 get away with it
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